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What do you enjoy about 
living in your town?

I live a 10-minute drive out of 
Riverton, where the land gently 
rises into the Belvedere Ranges. 
It’s quiet and peaceful and we are 
surrounded by vast acreages of 
mostly cropping land and pasture. 

There are small pockets of 
remnant vegetation though, along 
the ridgelines and roadsides and 
an austere beauty to the landscape. 
Perfect artist country.

Having lived at Norton Summit 
in the Adelaide Hills for 20 years 
previously, it all seemed a lot drier 
and flatter when I first came to live 
in the Mid North 15 or so years ago. 

We make our own environments 
I guess, and my husband and I have 
landscaped our garden, hand-built 
stone retaining walls, planted 
espaliers and re-invented the veg-
etable garden a number of times. 

I love living here with our dog 
and chooks and a big studio space.

I would have liked to have seen 
the area pre-European settlement 
though, when the little creeks 
flowed, and native flowers and 
birds thrived in abundance. 

It would be an interesting 
comparison.

What is your favourite thing 
about the place?

The closest town, Riverton, 
like many small towns in rural 

South Australia, is very commu-
nity-minded. 

It has a pretty main street and all 
basic necessities – schools, shops, 
sports, café, pubs and medical 
services.

Probably my three favourite 
places are Sassy Lass, our friendly 
fashion store, Scholz Park Museum 
and the Riverton outdoor pool, 
funded and built by locals many 
years ago. 

It is open for morning lap 
swimming and is an oasis on hot 
summer days.

I also like the friendly greetings 
in the street and how a lot of people 
attend funerals – it’s the sort of 
caring that can only happen in a 
country town.

The longer I’ve lived here the 
more I’ve met the other people 
who choose to also live here – both 
intergenerational locals and people 
from all over the world. 

It’s a pretty interesting mix.

Why do you paint?
I paint because it’s an outlet for 

my creativity. 
It’s a way of looking at and 

attempting to make sense of my 
experiences. 

I studied Anthropology for 
many years and read quite widely 
and that is also an attempt to see 
the world more clearly.

I guess I’d be labe-
led a realist painter, 
perhaps ‘contem-
porary realism’ – I 
come from an old 
tradition, deeply 
embedded in the 
practice of carefully 
observed painting 
from life.

What do you 
wish people knew 
about making art?

Probably that 
there’s a difference 
between making/
producing art and 
exhibiting/market-

ing art. 
Of course they’re reflexive, one 

affects the other, but they really 
are two very different activities, 
and require entirely different head 
spaces.

How did you come to recently 
exhibit in New York?

It came about because the direc-
tor of the Arcadia Contemporary 
Gallery saw my work on my In-
stagram feed and approached me. 

I kind of let it go at first, thinking 
it was a ruse, but when I eventually 
looked into it, it turned out that they 
are a highly respected and regarded 
New York gallery. 

I was told they are “the good 
guys” by an artist in the US and, 
as it turned out, they were.

It was exciting because I’ve 
hardly exhibited outside of SA. 

I couldn’t attend of course, due 
to COVID-19 but I had friends of 
friends visit and take photos during 
the exhibition. 

One lovely lady even took 
photos of the neighborhood, so 
that I could get a sense of the area 
surrounding The Broadway.

What was it like having your 
work shown in New York?

I remember looking out at 
our rural view – sheep grazing in 
the paddock, eucalyptus flowers 
buzzing with bees, magpies croon-
ing – while the exhibition was on 
and thinking how bizarre it was 
to have work displaying in such a 
metropolis. 

What a small world it really is. 
Ironic too, because one of the works 
was a painting of our home-grown 
apples and they were showing in 
the ‘Big Apple’.

All that said though, it is still 
really important to be showing 
work in SA. 

I exhibit  regularly with 
HillSmith Art Advisory and the 
Hahndorf Academy and I have 
work permanently on display at 
the Prairie Hotel in Parachilna, 
Bompas of Beachport, Kings 

Beach Retreats and of course at 
the Riverton Light Gallery in the 
main street of Riverton, where my 
husband, Robert Hannaford, and I 
both show our work.

I’m also in the process of getting 
an exhibition, ‘Unlemon’ that was 
exhibited in the Museum of Eco-
nomic Botany, Adelaide Botanic 
Garden last year, on a tour to the 
eastern states. 

It featured in a recent Landline 
episode on the Citrus Greening 
disease that has the potential to 
seriously affect both commercial 
and backyard citrus production in 
Australia. 

The restrictions and lockdowns 
of COVID-19 have made organis-
ing the touring process difficult.

What advice would I have for 
art beginners?

In terms of showing work, it 
would be hard to advise an up-
and-coming visual artist – things 
have changed so much since I first 
exhibited over 30 years ago.

Back then, galleries were the 
only gatekeepers to showing work 
and social media didn’t exist – now 
there are a multitude of different 
platforms.

In terms of creating work 
though, I’d say just keep going, 
practice daily, look, listen, learn, be 
self-critical and immerse yourself 
in the experience. 

Finding someone who can see 
your work objectively and offer 
constructive criticism can be help-
ful, but, ultimately it is up to you.

Plains Producer journalist Isabella 
Carbone catches up with Riverton 
artist Alison MitchellQ&A with a local

Alison’s art a creative outlet

Riverton artist Alison Mitchell armed with a paintbrush in hand. 
BELOW LEFT: Oil painting ‘Apples Hanging’ painted on linen by 
Alison Mitchell. 
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